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Word of the Day is designed to help young children develop an appreciation
for interesting vocabulary words. The goal is to set a foundation for a lifelong
love of words. It is also intended to introduce young children to a way of
building their oral vocabularies one word at a time, a routine that will serve
them well for the rest of their lives. 

Setting this foundation for word learning in the primary grades is important
because as early as 4th grade, children’s reading comprehension skills suffer
from poor word knowledge. While many of today’s children are developing
oral vocabularies at a prodigious rate, others are falling far behind.  

With Word of the Day, children learn to enjoy using more sophisticated words
in their daily discourse. They learn that people are impressed when they use 
a word like drowsy instead of tired, or sparkle instead of shine. These reactions
motivate children to begin incorporating new words into their lives, words
they encounter at home, from TV, or in their reading—not just the words
that they learn from this book. 

Word of the Day
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A Word a Day
As the name of this book implies, there are enough words in this book to
introduce one new word each day. While the order in which you introduce the
words is not important, most teachers find it easiest to start at Day 1 and go
on to Day 180. Sometimes words introduced on previous days are used on
later days in the Word Story or Talk About It section. Use these opportunities
to review the meaning of the previously introduced words. 

Word Choice
Words were chosen that children can easily incorporate into a typical day, but
are a little more sophisticated than people might normally expect to hear from
them. Since the goal is for children to love words, we chose words that are fun 
to use. Words such as swish, cackle, and flabbergasted have interesting sounds 
that make them fun to say. Other words such as daydream have interesting parts
that help you know what they mean. We avoided words that are difficult to use
syntactically correctly, or would sound awkward used orally in a child’s life. Our
word list includes a variety of word types: nouns, verbs, adverbs, and adjectives.  

viii
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Getting Started
Take a few minutes each day to introduce the new word of the day. Write the 
day’s word on a 3" x 5" card and hold it up for the class to see. Then use the 
notes on each page to present the word to the class. You will want to provide 
enough detail about the new word so that young children can begin using the 
word correctly in all its nuances. 

Word Story
Introduce the Wordly family to the children. As you might expect from their 
name, the Wordly family has a good vocabulary. Each word is introduced with 
a story about the Wordly family in which the word of the day comes into play. 
Read the word story and then briefly summarize what the word means in words 
the children can understand. 

Talk About It
Ask your students questions like those listed that get them to think about the word 
and what it means. Help them use the word in different situations. If children use 
the word incorrectly in a response, rephrase their answer so the usage is correct.
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Making It Meaningful
Suggestions are provided for active ways for children to build meaning.
Sometimes you might have the children find examples of the word in the
classroom. Other times, they might act out the word or draw pictures to
show the word. These short activities are intended to help children remember
the word in a context they understand.

Next Steps
After you have introduced the word, challenge the children to use the word
at least five times that day, either at school or at home. Brainstorm some
ways the children can do this. For example, for the word drowsy, the children
might think of these ways to use the word: 

Mom, were you drowsy at work today? 
I think the baby is ready for bed. She looks drowsy. 

The next day, have the children tell ways they were able to use the new word. 

x
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Word Jar
Keep a large jar in your classroom and put each new word card in it before 
you move on to a new word. Periodically, pull out a word card and see if the
children can remember what it means. Ask them to use the word in a sentence. 

Assessment
Assess children’s appreciation for new words by listening to them talk and 
noting whether they are trying to use more sophisticated vocabulary in their
oral language. 



Word Story
Mrs. Wordly has a diamond ring that sparkles in the bright sun. When you
look at it in the sunshine, it looks as if it throws off sparks of light like stars
in the sky.

When something sparkles, it shines with many flashing points of light.

Talk About It
✪ What makes things sparkle?
✪ Name things that sparkle.
✪ Can eyes sparkle? Can a piano performance sparkle?
✪ Have you ever used sparklers? Why are they called that?
✪ Have you ever had sparkling water? How does it sparkle?

Picture It  Materials: glitter, glue sticks

Write the word sparkle using a glue stick. Pour glitter on the glue so the 
word sparkles.

verb

1 sparkle

©Primary Concepts

Word Story
Yesterday was a long day for Mr. Wordly. He was busy, and nothing seemed
to go right for him. By evening, he was so grumpy he didn’t want to talk to
anyone. 

When you’re grumpy, you feel grouchy and not very friendly. 

Talk About It
✪ Do you ever get grumpy? What makes you grumpy?
✪ How do you feel when you’re grumpy? What words describe that feeling?
✪ Remember the dwarf Grumpy in Snow White? How did he act?

Act It Out
Pretend you are grumpy. Show how you might look, move, and act when
you are grumpy.

adjective

2 grumpy

©Primary Concepts



Word Story
The Wordly family saw a movie about a silly spy. The spy had all kinds of 
interesting gadgets to help him trick and catch the bad guys. One was a pen
that squirted out laughing gas.

Gadgets are small tools or devices that often help you in some way. Lots of times
we use the word gadget to describe an especially interesting or creative item.

Talk About It
✪ Some gadgets are common tools we use at home like a can opener. 

What kinds of gadgets do you or your parents use at home?
✪ Have you seen any movies where the characters used interesting gadgets? 
✪ If you could invent a gadget, what would it be?

Picture It
Invent a little gadget that people would love to have. Draw a picture of it. 

noun

3 gadget
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Word Story
The oldest Wordly girl went to a party in a fancy dress. As she walked, the dress
swished. It seemed to be saying “swish, swish, swish” as she moved. 

When something makes a light rustling sound, we say it swishes. The word swish
sounds just like the sound! 

Talk About It
✪ Let’s all say the word swish together to hear what it sounds like.
✪ What things might swish?
✪ Can a basketball going through a net swish?
✪ Can you think of other words that sound like a noise? (crash, pop, boom, etc.)

Act It Out
Let’s pretend we’re walking through some very tall grass. We have to move it aside
with our hands as we go. Let’s swish through the whole field.

verb

4 swish

©Primary Concepts
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