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Children come to school with vastly
different levels of language
development. Many come from
language-rich environments where
they have heard thousands and
thousands of words spoken. These
children are often the most verbal in
the classroom. At the other end of the
continuum are children who come
from homes where a language other
than English is spoken. These children
need special help in gaining fluency 
in English. 

In between these two extremes are
many other children whose language
skills are also weak. These children
come from homes where they are not
talked to nearly as much as the highly
verbal children. Their language
development suffers when the more
verbal children dominate in class
discussions.

Reaching all of these children is a
challenge. For young children, the key
to building vocabulary and English
fluency is to begin with real things.
Talk and Learn lessons provide daily
oral language support focused on
something real that the teacher takes

to school for the day. These “real
things” are ordinary objects like a
potholder, a mirror, or a lamp. An
established daily Talk Time is a routine
that children will look forward to. It
will give children an opportunity to
build their language skills, and it will
give you an opportunity to evaluate
the oral language needs of each child
in your classroom.

Talk Time
Take to school the object listed at the
top of the page. Put this object in a
pillowcase or a bag, so it is completely
hidden. Start each Talk Time lesson by
passing around the hidden object and
let the children feel what is inside.
Encourage the children to talk about
what they think it might be.

Then reveal the hidden object and
begin asking questions listed in the
DESCRIBING, COMPARING, and
EXTENDING sections of the lessons,
or any other questions you may think
of. The questions listed are designed so
that children with varying levels of
language development can participate.

Talk and Learn
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These questions ask children to
examine the physical characteristics of
the object, and tell what it is used for.

These questions ask children to tell
how the object is like or different
from others similar to it. This is a
more abstract level of discussion and
engages children in more
sophisticated language. Sentences get
to be more complex in this part of the
lesson. To make the Talk Time 

more concrete, show other examples
of the object being discussed. Then
engage the children in a specific
comparison of the objects before you
move on to more abstract
comparisons.

These questions challenge the
children’s verbal skills by asking them
to respond to more sophisticated
prompts and explain their thinking in
more abstract ways.

EXTENDING

COMPARING

DESCRIBING
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Compare this object to others in the way it looks and the way it is used. 

◆ Does anyone at your home ever use a spray bottle? What do they use it

for? What do they put inside it? How big is it?

◆ How is a spray bottle like a pump? 

◆ What different sizes are spray bottles? (as short as a ____, as tall as a

____)

◆ How much water do you think my bottle could hold? Would it hold

more or less than a coffee cup? a milk carton?  

◆ Can any liquid spray through the nozzle? How about milk? What about

paint? Is that too thick? 

◆ Some products are sold in spray bottles. Can you name some?

Go beyond physical description and typical uses. 

◆ Could you use a spray bottle for a toy? What would you do with it?

◆ Where could I buy a spray bottle?

◆ Why might it be important to label your spray bottle to tell what type

of liquid is inside it?

◆ My spray bottle reminds me of a duck. Why do you think so? Can you

see the head? the beak? an eye? 

◆ How might I adjust the nozzle to get the water to spray the furthest?

When would that be handy? When would you want to spray a very 

fine mist?

EXTENDING

COMPARING
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spray bottle

Psssst…psssst….It’s no secret, spray bottles are a favorite with kids. Most

children have used spray bottles themselves, and will have informed opinions on

the merits of "stream" versus "mist."

Talk Time

Take a conventional plastic spray bottle to class today. If you happen to have

a different type available, show that one as well.

Vocabulary

nozzle, adjustable, mist, spray, stream, pump, liquids (water,

chemicals, cleaners), measurements (ounces, milliliters), metric

Describe the way this object looks and the way it is used.

◆ What is this spray bottle made of?

◆ What color is the bottle? What color is the nozzle?

◆ Is the nozzle adjustable? What happens when you turn the nozzle?

◆ How do you get the bottle to spray a light mist? How do you get it to

spray a strong stream?

◆ How do you pump the sprayer? Which part do you pump?

◆ What do you put inside a spray bottle? (liquids, such as water;

chemicals)

◆ What do people use spray bottles for? 

◆ Are there markings along the side? What are they for? (to show liquid

measurements)

DESCRIBING

3923_TalkandLearn_pgs  1/24/07  5:55 PM  Page v



vi Talk and Learn © Primary Concepts

Building Language
Skills
Throughout the Talk Time lesson, you
will want to make sure that all children
are continuously extending their
language skills, not just with individual
words, but learning how words go
together in sentences. After a child has
responded to a question, you can
extend the learning by rephrasing the
child’s answer in a slightly more
sophisticated way or with greater detail.
If a child answers with a single word,
rephrase the answer in a complete
sentence. If a child answers in a
grammatically incorrect way, repeat the
child’s sentence, but correct the

grammar. Avoid embarrassing anyone.
Getting children to talk, correctly or
incorrectly, is more important than
their saying each sentence correctly.

Many children enjoy bringing in
objects from home and being the Talk
Time teacher for the day. Once
children are familiar with the Talk Time
routine, you might want to set up a
regular event in which a selected child
each week brings in something from
home to put in the Talk Time bag.
Guide the discussions in the same way
you lead the Talk Time lessons in this
book with the DESCRIBING,
COMPARING, and EXTENDING
questions.
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belt
Belts are all around us—literally! Just try to hold up your end of the
conversation today as children talk about how belts are alike and different.

Talk Time

Use a lady’s belt with a buckle for this Talk Time session. Many ladies’ belts
have interesting designs or patterns which might help inspire the children’s
conversation. Show several other belts, if possible, for comparison. 

Vocabulary
design, pattern, buckle, loop, fashion, function, fasten, materials
(leather, fabric, canvas)

Describe the way this object looks and the way it is used.

◆ What color(s) is this belt? Is there a design or pattern on it?

◆ Can you name some different parts of the belt? (holes, buckle)

◆ What do we use belts for?

◆ What shape is this belt?

◆ Do you think this is a man’s or a lady’s belt?

◆ What are the holes for? Why are there so many?

◆ How does a belt stay on your pants? What do the pants need? (loops)

Compare this object to others in the way it looks and the way it is used. 

◆ Most belts have the same basic shape. Why is that?

◆ Some belts are just for fashion, not for function (a useful purpose).
What do you think this means?

COMPARING

DESCRIBING
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◆ How might men’s and ladies’ belts be different? How could you tell if a
belt belonged to a man or a woman? 

◆ Why do belts come in different sizes?

◆ Do you have a belt? How is it similar to and different from this belt
we’re looking at?

◆ Which person in your family has the most belts? Which person wears a
belt most often?

◆ Do all belts have holes and buckles? How else could a belt be fastened?

Go beyond physical description and typical uses. 

◆ Can you explain how a buckle works? 

◆ Do you ever wear a belt? What do you like about wearing a belt? What
don’t you like about wearing a belt?

◆ What materials have you seen belts made of? (leather, fabric, canvas) 

◆ Can you think of other uses for a belt? 

◆ What other things can you think of that have a similar purpose to belts?

◆ Pretend you are wearing a belt that’s been fastened too tightly. Now
pretend you forgot to wear a belt, and you really need one!

EXTENDING
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