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September

Seasonal Tree
Materials

•	 pencils

•	 safety scissors

•	 red, yellow, light brown, and orange 
construction paper

•	 brown wrapping paper or paper bags

•	 Tree Trunk patterns (pages 15 and 16), 
enlarged

•	 optional:  tape

Procedure
1.	Have students take turns tracing their hands 

onto fall-colored construction paper.  Put a little 
piece of rolled-up tape on the under side of the 
construction paper while tracing.  This helps 
prevent the paper from moving.  Remind students to keep the hand that is on the paper still and use 
their other hand to move the pencil.

2.	When students have finished tracing their hands, provide scissors for them to cut out the tracings. 

3.	Encourage students to make more than one leaf (hand).  This activity can be an ongoing one during 
the fall.

Display Suggestion
Create a class tree to be used for the entire school term.

1.	Enlarge the tree trunk patterns and trace or draw them 
on brown paper to fit the display area or 
bulletin board.  If appropriate, ask students to 
help. 

2.	Have students help crumple up the brown 
paper trunk and smooth it out again.  The 
crumpling will create ridges similar to tree 
bark.  Additional brown crayon lines can be 
added from top to bottom.

3.	Attach the tree trunk to the display area.

4.	Encourage students to point to where they 
would like their hand-shaped leaves to be 
placed on the tree.  Use directional words 
(spatial concepts) like above, beside, near, 
and below.
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September	 Tree Trunk Pattern

Tree Trunk Top

Directions:  To create the top of the tree, place this pattern on the crease of a folded piece of brown 
paper and trace it.  Cut out the pattern and unfold it to create the top half of a tree.
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September	 Tree Trunk Pattern

Tree Trunk Base

Directions:  To create the base of the tree, place this pattern on the crease of a folded piece of brown 
paper and trace it.  Cut out the pattern and unfold it to create the lower half of a tree.
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